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CELEBRATING 40 YEARS WITH A
SPECIAL GIFT FOR NEW ZEALAND’S 

EARLY CHILDHOOD SECTOR

To celebrate an incredible 40 years of empowering students 
to care, educate and serve meaningfully and effectively,  
New Zealand Tertiary College (NZTC) is excited to gift a special 
boxed set of Number Puzzle Cards to early childhood centres 
throughout Aotearoa.

Designed in New Zealand, our hands-on Number Puzzle Cards 
enable engagement with numbers in a fun way through play, 
teaching number recognition, counting and colour matching – all 
while developing fine motor skills. Each set includes 20 unique 
and eye-catching number puzzles, including a special edition 
number 40 in honour of our 40th year.

Nurturing the development of numeracy skills is an important 
feature in Te Whāriki, New Zealand’s early childhood curriculum. 

We hope this gift will aid in creating a strong foundation for 
future mathematical learning and development, preparing 
tamariki for daily problem solving that will be encountered in 
years to come.

“Our founders shared their VISION 40 years ago and today we 
are sharing our HEART with the ECE sector as we celebrate the 
significance of our 40th anniversary year. I’m looking forward 
to seeing these cards in the hands of children throughout 
New Zealand as we share our NZTC SPIRIT and support the 
development of COMPETENCE in our youngest learners,” said 
Chief Executive Selena Fox.

We are excited to share a set of Number Puzzle Cards with early childhood centres around the country.

Watch the video below to see our gorgeous NZTC whānau Watch the video below to see our gorgeous NZTC whānau 
enjoying the Number Puzzle Cards...enjoying the Number Puzzle Cards...

https://www.nztertiarycollege.ac.nz
mailto:international%40nztertiarycollege.ac.nz?subject=
https://www.nztertiarycollege.ac.nz/number-puzzle-cards
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Sherry Guo

Transitioning from working in the tourism industry to early 
childhood education has helped Sherry Guo reach her lifelong 
dream of becoming a teacher.

After trying other industries and getting frustrated as they 
weren’t quite right for her, Guo, originally from China, says 
her new career as an early childhood teacher is the perfect fit.

“I wanted to be a teacher since I was a child and do something 
that contributes to society. I also believe a career in ECE is one 
that can develop in the long term.”

Guo recently completed the Graduate Diploma in Teaching 
(ECE) and is well on the way to fulfilling her dream, with a 
full-time ECE teacher contract signed and an application for 
teacher registration underway.

Sharing her appreciation of the college’s support during her 
Field Practice placements, Guo believes that NZTC’s balance 
between theory and hands-on learning has helped prepare her 
for her current teaching job.

“I think for an ECE teacher, theoretical knowledge should be 
applied in practice. NZTC's teaching programs attach great 
importance to this. Through workplace learning placements, I 
have grown from a student to a teacher.

“The practical requirements of the program pushed me to 
devote myself to teaching practice, giving me the opportunity 
to experience what it's like to be an ECE teacher from the first 
day of study.”

Participating in Block Courses during her studies helped Guo 
gain an understanding of the early childhood curriculum in 
Aotearoa.

“When I was thinking about the learning outcomes relating to 
specific curriculum for Field Practice, I got a lot of inspiration. 

“For example, I used to think that children under the age 
of two had nothing to do with mathematics learning. But 
after reflecting on the mathematics curriculum, in particular 
children's height and size, I realised this is still considered part 
of mathematics and my horizons were broadened.”

Guo reflects on her new career and the role she plays in young 
children’s lives.

“I think it's a very rewarding job as I have influence on children 
during the most important period of their life, and I am proud 
to be able to use what I have learned in my studies to help 
them grow.”

NZTC OPENS THE DOOR TO A NEW CAREER PATH FOR GRADUATE

When Covid-19 closed the door on the tourism industry, Sherry Guo found a silver lining in an 
exciting career change to early childhood education.

I wanted to be a teacher since I was a 
child and do something that contributes 

to society. I also believe a career in ECE is 
one that can develop in the long term.

I think it's a very rewarding job as 
I have influence on children during 

the most important period of their life, 
and I am proud to be able to 

use what I have learned in my studies 
to help them grow.

https://www.nztertiarycollege.ac.nz
mailto:international%40nztertiarycollege.ac.nz?subject=
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STUDENTS SHARE THEIR FAVOURITE SPOTS IN AOTEAROA

From stretches of sandy bays in the north to glaciers in the south, New Zealand has something 
for everyone. We asked NZTC New Zealand Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care 
(Level 6) student, Shivam Kaushish, to share his favourite place in the country 
and where he would like to visit next.

Top spot: Top spot: 

Queenstown

What to do there:What to do there:
My favourite place is Queenstown due to how 
beautiful it is. It’s also full of activities to do such as 
Milford Sound, helicopter rides, rafting and bungee 
jumping. There are also several great restaurants 
that you can visit, full of lots of foods to try in 
the town centre.

Where to next?Where to next?
Dunedin is a place I’d like to 
visit next because I’ve heard 
a lot of good things about it.  
I would specifically like to 
visit all its historical sites 
including Larnach Castle 
and the Taieri Gorge 
train ride.

Taking part in one of Queenstown’s

many attractions

Enjoying a helicopter rideShivam recommends a visit

to Milford Sound

A history of 40 years is a significant milestone for an education 
provider. Beginning with just 12 students in the initial intake in 
1982, the college has evolved to serving over 4,000 students 
each year – many of those joining us as international students.

NZTC’s array of programs have been studied by over 11,000 
graduates to date with 85 dedicated staff currently supporting 
students with all areas of their study.

To commemorate the college’s 40-year transformative journey, 
a special commemorative video has been created to share how 
the college has evolved over time. 

“What an honour it is to work and serve at the college in its 
40th year of gifting into the early childhood sector in New 
Zealand and across the globe. A history of 40 years offers much 

to celebrate and reflect on. It offers much to remember and to 
be thankful for,” said Chief Executive Selena Fox.

Journey through our 40 years below.

JOURNEYING THROUGH NZTC’S 40-YEAR HISTORY

https://www.linkedin.com/school/nztc/
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